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  The Action of the Play takes place in 1930’s New York 

 
 
 

Act I  
 

Helen 
 
 

Act II  
 

The Interview 
    

 
Act III 

 
The Knockout 

 
 

Act IV  
 

Peach Shoes 
 
 

 
 
 

There will be an interval of 20 minutes between Acts II and III  
 during which time the bar will be open for refreshments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fairy Tales of New York 



 
 
 
 

 
 
FToNY, as we call our show, was discovered for a Maida Vale Library play 
reading group I help with, in the Archives of Westminster libraries service. 
It hadn't been out on loan since the 1960s. Out of print and hard to track 
the rights down, I finally traced J P Donleavy (94) to Ireland via the UK and 
USA. Subsequently we were asked to provide our show programme for the 
lifetime archive of the works of JPD! The JP Donleavy Compendium have 
been kind enough to list the show and cast on their extensive website too! 
 
The text and dialogue are lively and hidden with poetic meaning at every 
turn! JPD is an artist, poet, author and playwright so perhaps this is not 
surprising. When I was first asked if the play was a drama I said yes, but 
gradually with more reading the comedy also became clear.  It seems a 
great play for modern times full of financial stress - explored through 
young Cornelius Christian's journey through New York seeking his fortune 
and his 'rightful' position in life. And learning along the way that money 
isn't the sole reason for being! 
 
The cast and crew have worked hard to pull the show together and as 
always thanks go to the background team that run Network Theatre and 
provide the excellent space to explore our efforts during rehearsal and 
show nights! A journey for all of us!  
 
Special thanks also go to: 
Paul Lunnon for his amazing work designing and building the set (photos of 
the cast are also available via www.paul-h-lunnon.co.uk); Leigh Shine of 
Shine Casting for helping me cast the show; Collette Shields and Helen 
Chambers for costumes; Sue Walker and Eshani Weeresinghe for stage 
management; David Harvey, Dan Young and Rachel Heath-Renn for 
lighting; Natalie Mensah and Frank Baez for sound; Regan Hiley for her 
assistance and taking on the Stevedore role. 
Thanks most of all to our audience for supporting the show. We all hope 
you enjoy your evening. 
 
 
Robin Lansman 
Director 
 
 
 
 

  

The Cherry Orchard Fairy Tales of New York 



 
 
 
 
 
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to Network Theatre 
Company's production of Fairy Tales of New York by J.P. Donleavy.  
Set against a New York skyline, Robin Lansman directs this interesting and 
thought-provoking play.  A combination of characters, each aptly 
portrayed by a very competent cast, includes regular members of Network 
Theatre, and some new faces, all of whom are very welcome to the 
Company.  Working alongside the cast and director is our own diligent 
backstage crew. 
  
As we come towards the end of 2012, we can look back on a variety of 
productions, and tonight's show completes a very successful year for 
Network Theatre Company.  If you would like to become a member, please 
source our publicity in the Green Room, on line, and with our members.  
And speaking of the Green Room, our bar will be open before and after the 
show, as well as during the interval. 
  
May I, on behalf of Network Theatre Company, wish you a very enjoyable 
evening. 
  
 
Kay Murray 
Chairman 
Network Theatre Company 
November 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Alasdair Mackay – Cornelius Christian 
Alasdair is originally from the North West, but now lives in 
London. He graduated from the International School of 
Screen Acting at 3 Mills Studios in Bow in 2012 and has 
appeared in a number of short films. His stage credits 
include playing Robin Hood in Robin Hood, Men in Tights. 
 

 

Catherine McCarthy – Charlene (Waitress) 
Catherine is currently doing an acting course at Questors in 
Ealing. Her most recent production was a new writing piece 
called The Eye at the Baron’s Court Theatre. She will be 
doing a showcase performance with the London Actors 
Workshop in December. 
 
 

 

 
 

Christina Houghton – Elaine Musk 
You may remember Christina from her hysterical role in 
Harvey, earlier this year. Previous productions have been 
Outward Bound, Fred and Madge, An Ideal Husband and 
Happy Chuffin’ Christmas. Radio plays, short films and 
musicals have also kept Christina busy in her spare time. 
She has been dying to play an undertaker's assistant since 
she joined Network! 
 

 

 
 

Delphine Gachet – Gertrude Gentle 
Delphine was born and grew up in the French Alps. In 2011, 
she decided to move to London to continue her passion for 
Theatre. Since then, her credits include Les Caprices de 
Marianne as Malvolio, Henry V as Princess Catherine, Suck as 
Sophia, and next year, Dr Faustus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Eleanor Samuels – Charlotte Graves 
Eleanor has lived in London since graduating from Leeds 
University last year. She currently works at Penguin which is 
conveniently located near the Network Theatre. Having 
done a lot of acting at school, Eleanor decided to join a 
theatre group to pursue her love of drama with like-minded 
people.  
 

 

 
 

Grace Sobey – Miss Kelly & 2nd  Stevedore 
Grace joined the Network Theatre this January as a New 
Year’s resolution.  Her first production was Harvey where 
she played Nurse Kelly and here in her second production, is 
ironically playing another character called Kelly. Grace 
feels lucky to be cast in next year’s Dr Faustus, and she will 
be assistant director on Calendar Girls in June. 
 

 

 
 

Kevin Quinn – Norman Vine & Mike O’Rourke  
Kevin has appeared in two Network productions before: 
comedy Time for Love, and Outward Bound. He is looking 
forward to the challenge of this latest show which sees him 
cast as an American undertaker and an Irish boxing trainer, 
who is obsessed with women getting pregnant in the bath. 
Let's hope he can pull it off! 
 

 

 
 

Michael Mayne – Stephen Mott & The Admiral  
Michael has played a variety of roles including Julius in 
Julius Caesar, Sidney in Smells of Wee, and most recently 
Jake in Jake’s Women. He has also played many parts with 
Network, from a boy in Blue Remembered Hills to a drunken 
Lawyer in Family Affairs, Shylock in The Merchant of 
Venice, and Fred in Fred & Madge. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Paul D’Orly – Customs Man 
After 16 years and over 30 plays at Network, Paul has 
cracked 'talking and walking' at the same time! (But 
not necessarily in that order!!) When not cast in a 
play, he defaults to 'ace tea maker' and 'sound man'; 
both definitely in that order! Recent plays include 
Road, Revenge of the Amazons and Henry the Fifth. 
 

 

 
 

Regan Hiley (Assistant Director) – 1st 
Stevedore  
After actor training, Regan wanted to get back into 
stage performance so took the opportunity to Assistant 
Direct for Robin on this show, as well as taking a small 
role in the play. She hopes to follow a career in the 
performing arts. 

 

 

Ursula Smyth – Hilary How 
Ursula is a long serving member of Network and has 
acted in various productions, most recently taking on 
the role of lesbian murderess Inès in Huis Clos by 
Sartre.  She is delighted to be assuming another 
‘emasculating’ role as Mrs How – originally written as a 
male part – and hopes to portray this woman/man to 
the best of her ability! 
  

 

 

Vincent Kerschbaum - 3rd Stevedore & Fritz (Waiter)  
Vincent is an international actor and model who has 
worked in film, theatre and television. He made his 
professional stage debut in 2005. His work has led him 
to Austria, Switzerland, England, Ecuador, Colombia, 
Peru, Cuba and now the UK. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Director Robin Lansman  

Assistant Director Regan Hiley 

Stage Manager Sue Walker 

Assistant Stage Manager Eshani Weeresinghe 

 
 

 

  

Lighting Design  David Harvey  

Lighting Assistant Dan Young 

Lighting Operator Rachel Heath-Renn 

Sound Design & Operator Natalie Mensah 

Sound Assistant Frank Baez 

Set Design Paul Lunnon  

Set Construction P .  Lunnon, N. Will iams, Cast & Crew  

Costumes Colette Shields & Helen 
Chambers 

Front of House Manager Sue Walker  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Over 70 years ago Southern Railways founded a theatre group at Waterloo. 

 
The spirit of amateur theatre has survived through changes of name and 

nationalisation but is finding it tough to cope with the costs that followed 
the privatisation of the railways. 

 
Please help us to continue to entertain you by becoming a member of 

the Arch 200 Club. 
 
The aim of the Club is to ensure the continued existence of the Network 
Theatre as a building in the face of ever increasing overheads.  
Membership subscriptions fund projects that are for the general good of 
the theatre, not productions themselves. 
 
Each membership costs just £5.00 a month.  Every month three numbers 
are drawn and half that month’s subscriptions paid out in prizes. 
 
To date the Arch 200 Club has funded either in part or entirely 

• The new staging and seating 
• The rewiring of the lighting grid 
• A sound control desk 
• A lighting control board 
• A smoke machine 
• The false wall on stage 
• The constant demand for those little things that help keep a theatre 

functioning such as gaffer tape, nuts, bolts and screws. 
• A scaffold tube cutter  
• A draught excluder in the back arch  
• Waterproof black paint to cover over the constant water ingress 
• Costume storage 

 
Looking ahead, there is an urgent need to replace the scenery flats.  Some 
of the current stock dates from the 1950s and are showing their age more 
than a little.  There is so much that an audience does not see that is in 
desperate need of refurbishment and modernisation. 
 
The fabric of these arches needs your support.  Who knows, if the 
membership is large enough it might even be possible to shorten the wait 
for the gentlemen’s toilet. 
 

More details are available from Nigel Williams at arch200@networktheatre.org 



	  	  
	  	  
	  	  

                    	  	  
 

 
Dr Faustus 
Marlowe’s classic morality play, of a hero gone bad, is reinterpreted and 
directed by Bernie C. Byrnes. Did our hero choose his own way or was his 
destiny predetermined? If we are all truly damned, what point is there 
in being good? 
In London in the 70’s against a backdrop of IRA bombings, eminent 
physician Dr Faustus despairs at the lottery of death and destruction. He 
damns the law, science and God and seeks power and riches through 
black magic. Faustus dices with the devil and strikes a bargain for 
ultimate power in exchange for his soul. 
Four and twenty years of absolute power and corruption later, as we 
reach the new millennium, the devil collects from Faustus. But man still 
struggles with his place in the universe, religious troubles continue to 
dominate the news, and random bombings lend an air of chance to any 
journey. 

  
Are you predestined to come? Will you choose to? Or will you throw a six 
to start? 
  
Written by Christopher Marlowe 
 
Directed by Bernie Byrnes 
 
Performances: 20th Feb to 2nd March - Weds to Sat only 
 

 For more information about Network Theatre Company, upcoming 
 readings, auditions and performances visit www.networktheatre.org 



 
 
 

 
 
Deathtrap 
"Deathtrap:	  a	  thriller	  in	  two	  acts.	  One	  set,	  five	  characters.	  A	  juicy	  murder	  in	  act	  
one,	  unexpected	  developments	  in	  act	  two;	  a	  play	  to	  die	  for..."	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sidney	  Bruhl	  

 
Seemingly comfortable in his charming country home, Sidney Bruhl, a successful 
playwright, is struggling to overcome a dry spell, which has resulted in a string 
of failures and a shortage of funds. A possible break in his fortunes occurs when 
he receives a script from a student at the seminar he has been conducting at a 
nearby college.  A thriller, which Sidney recognises immediately as a potential 
hit. Sidney invites the student to his house with the offer of collaborating on the 
script, and murder in mind. Thereafter the suspense mounts steadily as the plot 
takes many a twist and turn to keep you on the edge of your seat!  
 
Written by Ira Levin 
 
Directed by Cathy Neeson 
 
Reading: 15th January 2013 
Auditions:  21st & 22nd January 
Performances: 24th to 27th April 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

More than 70 years of drama 
 

Network Theatre 
246A Lower Road, London SE1 8SF 

www.networktheatre.org 


